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In the fifth chapter. I studied Al-Masudi's remarks con-
cerning the religions of India, China. Persia and the faith of Al-
Sabian showing his methods in studying these religions and
indicating his sources.

In the Sixth chapter, I studied Al-Masudi's history of
Judism and Christianity showing his sources and historical
methodology.

In the fitfh and sixth chapters, I compared Al-Masudi’s
writing with the Islamic and modern research.

In the seventh chapter, I studied the information, sources
and method of Al-Masudi dealing with pre-Islamic Arab reli-
gions,

In the eigth chapter, I studied what Al-Masudi wrote on

the Islamic faith pnd the Muslim sects and their dogmas. I
made an analytical study of the most books he used.

I hope that this study has succeeded in shedding new
light on the greatness of Al-Masudi as a historian of religions
and sects and as conscientious observer of peoples and tradi-
tions.
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* SUMMARY *

This Thesis is an attempt to study Al-Masudi as a histor-
ian of religions and sects, and to clarify his method.

This study is devided into eight chapters :

Chapter one deals with the biography of Al-Masudi his travels

and the epoch in which he lived,

I tried to indicate what Al-Masudi himself witnessed
among the different regions and nations concern-
ing their workships. rites and traditions, I have emphasized
through out the cultural aspects of his epoch and in the diffe-
rent regions into which he travels,

In the second chapter. I studied Al-Masudi’s sources :

1 . Travels as reference.
2 . Learned men he met, muslims of non muslims.
3 . Books he studied, especially books dealing with religions

and sects.

In the third chapter, I studied Al-Masudi’s books and

divided into two parts :-

1. Missing religious books: I have enumerated these, indi-
cated their main content as far as it is possible to do so from
his extent books.

2. Published books :- I studied these books and gave a
brief outline of their contents.

In the forth Chapter, I studied Al-Masudi’s history of
creation and prophets until the rise of prophet Mosa. I made

clear in this study Al-Masuli method in handing that epoch and
compared his results with those of Al-Tibari annals and the

old Testament.
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